WRITTEN TESTIMONY

Written testimony can be submitted by email to the committee.  It can also accompany testimony that is delivered in person.

BASIC TEMPLATE:
1) Header on top of testimony with your name, the bill number and name, the date, committee testimony is for

2) Opening paragraph

a. Thank the committee
· Thank you to the Chairs and Members of the Committee for the opportunity to testify today.

b. Introduce yourself
· My name is …
· I am a resident of …
· I have been a teacher/director/job title((if your job is relevant) or I am a parent

c. Say whether you are supporting or opposing the bill
· I am testifying today in support/opposition of  bill number and name 

3) Discuss why you are testifying on this bill
4) Include information from your program/your community
5) Conclude with a statement of reiterating your support or opposition


IN-PERSON TESTIMONY

Limited to 3 minutes. Don’t read your written testimony. Pick a few important points from the written testimony and highlight them for emphasis.
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Testimony in Favor of S.B. 10
AN ACT INCREASING ACCESS TO CHILDCARE FOR
CHILDREN WHO ARE HOMELESS|
Children’s Commitiee February 16,2016

Senator Bartolomeo, Represetative Urban, and distinguished members of the Commmitiee:

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. My name is Merrill Gay and I am the Exccutive
Director of the Connecticut Early Childhood Alliance a statewide membership organization
‘committed to ensuring that all children in Connecticut are healthy, safe and ready for lifelong

The Early Childhood Alliance strongly supports Governor Malloy’s proposal to increase access
to childcare for children who are homeless. For far too long, Conneeticut has maintained
ligibility rules that made it difficult or impossible for families experiencing homelessness to
access the Caredkids childcare subsidy.

“This bill docs two significant things:

It defines homeless children as clgible for protective services through the Care4Kids
program regardless of whether their pareni(s) are employed. This means that children
can be in a stable childeare setting during the day while thei parents are trying to gt a
job and a new place to live.

+ The second thing it does is allows childcare programs and family daycare providers to
grant homeless familics a 90 waiver on paperwork that frequently gets lost or misplaced
when a family becomes homeless

‘These two changes will go a long way to make sure that very vulnerable homeless children will
beable to access quality carly care programs.

Thank you for your time. 1 would be happy to answer any questions.
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